Associate Professor Sonja van Wichelen from the Univer-
sity of Sydney will give a lecture on “Biolegality in the
Age of Globalisation” on:

e 9 October 2019 at 1.30 pm at IALF Jakarta
e 11 October 2019 at 2.00 pm at IALF Denpasar

Graduates of Australian tertiary institutions from Indone-
sia, who are interested in attending this event, please
RSVP by 8 October 2019 to this link:

® Registration link for the guest lecture in Jakarta
e Registration link for the guest lecture in Denpasar

* Due to the limited availability of seats, early registration
is recommended.

Overview

Biotechnology and their attendant economies are trans-
forming how we view and experience the world. It is also
testing our legal forms across local, national and interna-
tional law. Gene editing, genetic privacy, the regulation of
genetically and living modified organisms, reproductive
technologies, neur/o-interventions, patents and intellec-
tual property, and transgenic animals, represent an end-
less list of concerns in the domain of law and biology.
Rather than leaving these discussions to the realm of
scientists, legal experts, or bioethicists, Associate
Professor Sonja van Wichelen will focus on the impor-
tance of publics in negotiating the boundaries of
biotechnology in an increasingly interconnected world.
She will demonstrate through an analysis of past events
how demands for justice are vital to realise a responsible
and sustainable biofuture. These are not ideas brought
about by experts, but by a disparate coming together of
institutional practices, (trans)national imaginaries, and
communal (be)longings. Southeast Asian societies have
a vested interest in this debate and are key to shaping
global regulatory frameworks.
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Associate Professor
Sonja van Wichelen

Sonja van Wichelen is an Asso-
ciate Professor at the Depart-
ment of Sociology and Social
Policy and a Director of the
Biopolitics of Science
Research Network at the
University of Sydney. She
received her PhD from the
University of Amsterdam in
2007 and held postdoctoral
positions at Yale and Brown in
the US before moving to Aus-
tralia in 2010. Her research
projects take place on the
cross-disciplinary node of law,
life, and science in a globalising
world and are spread over field-
work sites in Europe, Northern
America, Australia, and South-
east Asia. She published widely
in the field of medical anthro-
pology, sociology of law, and
postcolonial science studies
and is the author of Religion,
Politics, and Gender in Indone-
sia: Disputing the Muslim Body
(2010, Routledge) and Legiti-
mating Life: Adoption in the Age
of Globalisation and Biotech-
nology (2019, Rutgers Universi-
ty Press).
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